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only to show the emptiness of his parade, and to inspire you with a j list confidence in yourselves.
"The new year was ushered in with the most tremendous fire his -whole artillery could produce; a few hours only, however, were necessary for the brave and skillful men who directed our own to dismount his cannon, destroy his batteries, and effectually silence his fire. Hitherto, my brave friends, in the contest cm our lines, your courage had been passive only; you stood with calmness a fire that would have tried the firmness of a veteran, and you anticipated a nearer contest with an eagerness which was soon to be gratified.
"On the 8th of January the final effort was made. At the dawn of clay the batteries opened and the columns advanced. Knowing that the volunteers from Tennessee and the militia from Kentucky were stationed on your left, it was there they directed their chief attack.
"Reasoning1 always from false principles, they expected little opposition from men whose officers even were not in uniform, who were ignorant of the rules of dress, and who had never been caned into discipline. Fatal mistake; a fire incessantly kept up, directed with a calmness and unerring aim, strewed the field with the bravest officers and men of the column which slowly advanced, according to the most approved rules of Kuropean tactics, and was cut down by the untutored courage of American militia. Unable to sustain this galling- and unceasing fire, some hundreds nearest the entrenchment called for quarter, which was granted, the rest retreating, were rallied at some distance, but only to make them a surer mark for the grape and cannister shot of our artillery, which, without exaggeration, mowed down whole ranks at every discharge, and at length they precipitately retired from the field,
"Our right had only a short contest to sustain with a few rash men, who fatally for themselves forced their entrance into the unfinished redoubt on the river. They were quickly dispossessed, and this glorious day terminated with the loss to the enemy of their commander-in-chief and one major general killed, another major general wounded, the most experienced and'bravest of their officers and more than 3,000 men killed, wounded, and missing, while our ranks,reatened attack dwindled into a demonstration which served our citizens? What! retrograde under such cir-fmy in whose bravery he had the utmost confi-
